ABOUT EAKS. 


T HA.VE t«n asked, says Tousseaet, why the horse, which delights 
in uleuulluciiSj mmlUluH Lhc witter be Cure drinking ; noil why lilw 
erect in servitude, turn downward in the stale of liberty, contrary 
to what occurs in the dog. 

The ao&ircr to these questions is easy ; and, in the first place,, the 
hMe does not mean to muddy the water which he agitates. 

The horse is a native of sandy, sun-bur ced regions, and he rejoices 
b the toilet—two reasons for loving the bath. But, m in these conn- 
Beattie rare and treacherous wave is the habitual resort of Croeotiil&s, 
fif leeches and electric eels, the horse pawe the water before entering 
U> So as to drive away such vermin ; and lie Bounds the bottom with 
tishoof to sen whether it ho propitious for his bath, for every horse 
that feels the water is ready to roll in it. 

As to the Second question, the answer requires a physiological 
study of tho ear. 

The ear b an organ destined to give information by the perception 


of sounds In apace ; consequently the direction of the ear of a beast 
should instruct you at once concerning its behavior and its character. 
The car of the hare, directed backward, telEa you that, this poor mi- 
mal is destined to he chased. This direction of Its channel of sound 
urmnunet-u the eepeduil object of the organ, sit, to mforaa the fugithd 
of tho number and the awiflneea of Ida pursuers. 

But, if the ear of the beast chased la lumjcd backward, so cannot 
bo the ear of tha pursuer, of the foi, or the wotf* or the hunting-dog. 

The ear of these /ora** assumes, in fact* an opponitc direction. 
The primitive bunting-dogs—the greyhound and the shepherd's dog, 
which only bant by mimin g down their game—will then have their 
cars straight, and the auditory canal directed forward The weasel, 
the cat, even the fds, which need to know what h going un uiuvug the 
branches overhead, will have their ears laige, expanded, and fitted to 
peredve little noises above them. 

The horse, evl his wild states wonders in pasturing, hut docs not. 
hunt; ho Las no man in charge, and grazes with his head low. Hiq 
conduit of the car is then directed toward the soil, which is the best 
of all conducE-nra of Round, and which transmits to It that of tha 
march and the voices uf (Itc enemy. 

But, when thu horse bus once accepted the companionship of man’.s 
labors and dangers, other duties are incumbent un him in this capn- 
cllyj add he changes bin hearing along with his diet. As SOon as, with 
this ohuugu of spirit, be must take the lead, and guide his rider In thu 
dork, he raises his ear Uku the greyhound, &o ur to catch every sound 
in front of him. By virtue of the same principle, tho setter dog, when, 
mode to quit running down his game, cca&es to bold Ills ear straight* 

and wears it like the mummy. 

Why, then, all dogs of running broads ought to carry their eara 
straight, like the greyhound and the Arabian horse? Certainly; and 
you ire up to your ears in the truth. 

Fallas, cited by Cuvier (“R£gne Animal*), baa also noted the 
downward cast of the ear in a wild colt caught upon the eteppea of 
Tartary, and which became extremely docile. 

The hone hog two muscles or the ear peculiar to himself among 
animals, end which give it a varied freedom of movements. 

The cats of the mole clu&e by b sphincter muscle which excludes 
the dirt. In Ehe owl and the bat tribes, this organ has remarkable 
developments —in gome of ihc latter (to which Lt gives name) being as. 
largo as the rest of their body, and completing that grotesque Appear^ 
□nee which has made them a favorite type of the hobgoblin. 
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